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Applying for Financial Aid Online 
 

We encourage all students to apply for Financial Aid. The application(s) will determine a student’s eligibility 

for grants and loans. Below are instructions on how to apply for financial aid. Our Office is open 9-5 

Monday thru Friday to help students and parents file for financial Aid. 

. Create a Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) – The student and parents each need their own FSA ID.  

** One per email. The FSA ID is comprised of a username and password and can be used to login to certain 
Federal Student Aid websites, such as the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).  You can create 
your ID at https://studentaid.gov  
Call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) for help.  

 
   

. APPLY FOR 2024-2025 FAFSA (Fall 2024 Start) - FAFSA or Free application For Federal Student 

Aid is a part of the U.S. Department of Education, it is free for any student wishing to find out if they qualify 
for grants and loans. The website is https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa.  Five Towns College 
school code is 012561. When getting ready to apply it is recommended that you have your 2022 Federal tax 
return and W-2s.  Log in with the Student’s FSA ID that you created.                                                                                                                                                       
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Applying for TAP. New York State Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) helps eligible New York 

residents only pay tuition at approved schools in New York State. There are two ways to apply for TAP.  
 
1st way to apply for TAP is directly from the FAFSA site by using the following link you will see on the last page 
of your completed FAFSA. Be sure to have your State taxes available.  

 
 
 
 
This will take you to the NYS TAP website where you will either create a new account for first time users or 
returning users can put in their user id that they have already created. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2nd way is to go directly to the TAP website www.hesc.ny.gov and either hover over pay and click Apply for 
tap or click the link on the landing page.  
 
 
 
                                                                                      

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.hesc.ny.gov/


 Applying for ETA: The Enhanced Tuition Awards (ETA) program provides tuition awards to 

students who are New York State residents attending a participating private college located in New York 
State. Recipients will receive $6,000 through a combination of their TAP award, ETA award and a match from 
their private college. Once available, apply at www.hesc.ny.gov Click link to sign up for the Alert on when the 
2024-25 application becomes available at https://www.hesc.ny.gov/pay-for-college  
 
**Application won’t be available until approximately May 2024 and close in August 2024 **  
 

Students who will be taking loans: All students that wish to borrow federal student loans while 

attending Five Towns College are required to complete online Entrance Loan Counseling, Master Promissory 
Note . Entrance Counseling is a quiz that educates students regarding their rights and responsibilities of 
borrowing loans and offers valuable information on the available repayment and deferment options for 
borrowers. The Master Promissory Note is a legal document in which you promise to repay your loan(s) and 
any accrued interest and fees to the U.S. Department of Education. If this is your first time accepting a 
federal student loan, you are acknowledging that you understand your responsibility to repay your loan. If 
you have existing federal student loans, you are acknowledging that you understand how much you owe and 
how much more you can borrow.  
Instructions on how to do each are below. 

 
 
 

1. Go to  https://studentaid.gov/ Click Loans and Grants. A drop-down menu will appear with loan 

links. Here you can find the Master promissory and entrance counseling quiz.  
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Congratulation’s you have finished applying for financial aid. 

Now that you have finished the online financial aid applications, you will be 
contacted by the Financial Aid Office. You may have to provide additional 
documentation. Once everything is complete, we will email you an updated award 
letter that will contain your Grants, Scholarships and Loans. Once you receive the 
award letter either stop by the office or call us to discuss any remaining balance you 
may have. At that time, we can discuss Parent loans, Private loans, and Tuition 
payment plans. If you have any questions, please call us at 631.656.2164. 
 

 

 

Our Financial Aid office is open Monday through Friday 9am – 5pm. Appointments are not necessary. If you 
have any other questions, please feel free to call and speak to a counselor.  
 
 
Christine Fishlinger Financial Aid Counselor   631.656.2168 Christine.fishlinger@ftc.edu   
 
Jason LaBonte:   Director of Financial Aid  631.656.2113 jason.labonte@ftc.edu  
 
 
Financial Aid Office: 
 
Phone: 631.656.2164 
Email: financialaid@ftc.edu 
FAX:  631.656.2191 
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