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DMA in Music Education Handbook  

 

Overview 
The DMA in Music Education is comprised of an intensive and comprehensive study of the role 

of music in the K-12 public school system and institutions of higher learning. The doctoral 

candidate develops a keen knowledge of the pedagogical, psychological, and social values of 

music education, as well as the theoretical and historical basis of music used in education. 

Candidates engage in research culminating in a dissertation that makes an original contribution to 

the field of music education. 

The program in music education emphasizes the preparation of music administrators, teachers, and 

researchers who can think abstractly, generalize knowledge, carry on research, and apply research 

findings to their own areas of specialization, and communicate effectively both orally and in 

written form. The program involves the scholarly study of the philosophical and psychological 

foundations of music education and the processes of teaching and learning music. Electives (12 

hours of course credit) focus on a cognate that provides a secondary area of emphasis for the 

candidate. Possible cognate areas are: Instrumental Conducting, Choral Conducting, or Jazz 

Studies. 

Acceptance in the music education program requires a minimum of three years of teaching 

experience, an interview, submission of an original 1,500-word essay or published article, a video 

of teaching, and a record of outstanding pedagogical achievement as evidenced in the three 

required letters of recommendation. 

Doctoral study requires a minimum of three or four years of graduate work. Completion of an 

appropriate master's degree is prerequisite to doctoral study. The degree program objectives listed 

below must be demonstrated by candidates for graduation as a prerequisite to qualifying for the 

Doctor of Musical Arts degree: 

• Intellectual awareness and curiosity sufficient to predict continued growth and 

contribution to the discipline. 

• Knowledge of representative literature and influential composers. 

• Expertise in music history, music theory/analysis, education, performance, conducting, or 

composition. 

• Expertise in the supervision of music programs. 

• Expertise in the application and utilization of appropriate research skills; and 

• Sufficient writing and speaking skills to communicate clearly and effectively to members 

of the scholarly and wider communities. 

 

 

 



 

January 2025   
 

2 

Admission Policies and Procedures (D.M.A., Music Education) 
 

All applicants for admission to doctoral study in Music Education must submit the following: 

• a completed application; 

• three letters of recommendation (letters should speak to leadership qualities and successful 

teaching experience over a period of no less than three years); 

• official transcripts documenting the successful completion of an appropriate master's 

degree with a G.P.A. of 3.0 or better; 

• a CV or resume; 

• a video recording of teaching – submit a representative video sample of your teaching, at 

least 30 minutes in length. Include a brief description of the setting and your objectives for 

the lesson; 

• Applicants must also submit either an original essay of at least 1,500 words on a topic in 

the field of music education. This could include a master's thesis, a published journal 

article, or a graduate research paper. The essay must be typed, using APA style, and 

supported with proper citations and references; 

• evidence of English Fluency for those whom English is a second language- TOEFL total 

score of 100 or higher and a short essay on a topic of your choice at the time of the 

interview. 

After all materials have been submitted and reviewed, a music education faculty member will contact you 

to set up an interview.  

Theory Placement Exam 

All students are expected to take the Graduate Music Theory Placement Exam, preferably at the 

time of the interview. The exam lasts 1 hour and includes listening examples and a jazz portion 

for those wanting to focus on jazz studies. Students who score less than 75% are required to take 

the MUS530 Graduate Music Theory Review course prior to taking any theory courses. 

Establishment of Matriculation 

The Graduate Academic Standards Committee evaluates applications for matriculation based on 

the following criteria: (1) applicant’s grade point average from previous degree programs (2) 

letters of recommendation; (3) submission of written work; (4) personal interview; (5) video 

recording of teaching.  

Non-matriculated students 

Students who do not wish to enroll in a degree program are permitted to register as non-degree, 

non-matriculated students. Non-matriculated students are not eligible for independent study or 

advisement. 

It should be noted that while in certain exceptional cases credits earned as a non-matriculated 

student may later be applied to degree candidacy, non-matriculated status should not be viewed as 

a prelude or aid to the attainment of degree candidate status. In any case, no more than 12 credits 
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of coursework earned as a non-matriculated student can be applied to the D.M.A. degree. Past or 

present status as a non-matriculated student is not considered during evaluation of an application 

for degree candidacy; the latter is considered a separate application, and different admissions 

criteria are applied. There can thus be no guarantee that individuals granted non-matriculated status 

will be accepted for degree candidacy should they apply. 

International, non-matriculated students taking fewer than twelve credits a semester are not eligible 

for a student visa. All non-matriculated students enrolled must comply with New York State 

immunization regulations. 

Advising 

All new students will be required to take the Graduate Music Theory Competency Exam. 

Students scoring below 75% will be required to complete MUS530 Graduate Theory Review 

before enrolling in the required theory analysis elective courses.  

 

After acceptance as a matriculated student seeking degree candidacy, the music education 

director will act as the student’s mentor. The mentor will be responsible for helping the student 

select the electives to complete a Plan of Study and meet with the student each semester to 

review their progress toward completion of the dissertation and degree requirements. 

Students should take 12 credits during the first two years of study and all requirements within ten 

years of the date of matriculation. Exceptions are granted only in medical emergencies with the 

permission of the Graduate Academic Standards Committee. Other exceptions are reviewed on a 

case-by-case basis, but approval is rare, and appeals are actively discouraged. 

The following regulations are in effect for all doctoral students: 

1. Students must register for MUS 801 - Doctoral Advisement each semester after 

completion of EDU 652 - Doctoral Seminar 1. Registration for Doctoral Advisement 

entitles students to access the library and consult with their major professor regarding 

their dissertation. 

2. If a student who is still within the ten-year time period for degree completion does not 

register for at least one three-credit course, matriculation will lapse unless he/she 

registers for MUS 800 - Continuous Registration. 

Students who withdraw before the end of a given semester or fail to enroll in a semester will be 

required to reapply for admission to continue working towards their degree. Readmission to the 

program is not guaranteed. 

Leave of Absence 

In extraordinary cases a student may be granted a leave of absence upon written application to the 

director of graduate music studies and with the approval of the provost. Leave of absences are 

typically granted only in cases of serious illness. The duration of the leave may be counted as part 

of the ten years allowed for completion of the degree. 

 

https://catalog.ftc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=3&poid=174&returnto=130#tt1061
https://catalog.ftc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=3&poid=174&returnto=130#tt6175
https://catalog.ftc.edu/preview_program.php?catoid=3&poid=174&returnto=130#tt9333
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Degree Requirements                                                                                                                                                                            
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Transfer Credit 

Graduate courses completed at an accredited institution, not applied to another graduate degree, 

completed with a grade of A or B, may be presented for transfer of credit with the approval of 

the director of graduate music studies. Students who have taken graduate work at another 

institution may transfer up to twelve (12) credits for the DMA degree if the course work was 

taken within three years preceding matriculation at Five Towns College and was not applied to 

completion of another degree. Credits must be reviewed for equivalency. Grades below a B in 

graduate classes do not carry doctoral credit. 

Grades  

Only courses for which a student receives a final grade of A, B, or IP (“In Progress”) can be 

applied toward the 60 hours required for the DMA degree. Students are expected to maintain a 

cumulative GPA of 3.0 or higher. Failure to maintain the required 3.0 GPA may be subject to 

dismissal from the program.  

Comprehensive Exams 

Students will take their comprehensive exams the semester following completion of all 

coursework. Students must register for MUS800 during the semester in which they take their 

comprehensive exams. Students will receive guidelines and rubrics to prepare for this exam. The 

comprehensive exams will consist of the following components: a) music theory related to the 

student’s course of study (jazz or traditional), b) research design and analysis (two parts - chosen 

from qualitative, quantitative, historical, or philosophical) c) music history from the cognate area 

of study, d) music literature from the cognate area of study, and e) an oral exam. The written 

exams will be held during midterms and span a period of five days. Professors will take two 

weeks to review and grade exams. Students should set up a time with the entire committee for 

their oral exams (the committee will consist of a minimum of two full-time faculty per question).  

Faculty will question the student about their written exam responses in the oral exam. Students 

will only be permitted a second attempt to pass any or all parts of the comprehensive 

examination(s) upon the recommendation of the Graduate Academic Standards Committee. If a 

student fails any portion of the comprehensive exam, a second examination may not be retaken 

until four months after the date of the first examination. To maintain matriculation, students who 

do not pass their comprehensive exams must register either for course credit or for MUS800 

Continuous Registration. Students who fail any portion of the comprehensive exams twice may 

be subject to dismissal from the program. After passing all of their comprehensive exams, the 

doctoral student will be considered a doctoral candidate. The student will be assigned a faculty 

member to help them prepare their dissertation proposal. This faculty member will serve as the 

dissertation committee chair. Students may proceed to take EDU652 Doctoral Seminar once they 

have successfully passed all of their comprehensive exams.  
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Dissertation Proposal 

All doctoral programs require the completion of a dissertation which must meet required 

standards of scholarship and demonstrate the candidate’s ability to conduct original research. 

Students should start thinking about a dissertation topic early during their coursework. Students 

will begin working on their proposal when they are enrolled in EDU652 Doctoral Seminar, and 

students should complete the course with a working proposal. The candidate must choose a 

mentor professor to help guide them towards the completion of the proposal and dissertation. 

Upon completion of the proposal document, the student must choose two committee members 

under the guidance of their mentor professor and organize the meeting for the proposal defense. 

A Request for Authority for a DMA Proposal Hearing must be submitted to the coordinator of 

graduate music studies two weeks prior to the proposal defense. The candidate will give both an 

oral and written presentation of the proposal to the three-member dissertation committee. The 

oral presentation must take place four weeks before the end of the semester and must be 

scheduled ahead of time. If it is not completed by that time, it must be scheduled for the 

following semester and the student needs to enroll in MUS800 Continuous Registration. The 

written proposal should be submitted to the committee two weeks prior to the oral presentation 

for review. The format of the proposal should adhere to FTC’s guidelines (see sample outline 

below). 

The proposal should include an introductory section, a clearly defined statement of the purpose 

and limitations of the project, a statement about the need for and importance of the proposed 

research, a review of literature, a discussion of methods and procedures, and a substantive 

bibliography of sources pertaining to the topic and a projected timeline for completion of the 

research. 

FORM OF A PROPOSAL  

I. Title Page 

II. Abstract 

III.  Introduction  

a. Context or Background   

b. Rationale  

c. Research Questions or Hypothesis  

d. Implications  

e. Definitions  

IV.  Literature Review  

a. Provide an overview on the background of the topic 
b. All relevant information published on the topic 

c. Need for the study  

d. Delimitations 

e. Any biases that may be present in your research 

V. Methodology Design and Parameters  

a. Identify the type of research 

b. Research Design  
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c. Data Collection 

d. Analysis 

e. Presentation of the Data 

VI. Summary  

a. Provide an overview  

b. Possible outcomes from the study   
c. Identify potential problems that may occur  

d. Implications for the academic community  

VII. Appendices  

a. IRB Approval with accompanying documentation 

VIII. Works Cited  

 

The committee can fully approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove of the proposal. If 

the proposal is approved with modifications, the candidate has two weeks to make the 

recommended modifications and resubmit. If the proposal is not approved, the candidate must 

use the following semester to create a new proposal and present it. Candidates can only submit a 

proposal twice, but after two rejected proposals they may be dismissed from the program. Once 

approved, the committee will sign off on the dissertation proposal page. A letter will be  sent to 

the candidate informing them they have officially moved on to the dissertation process, and the 

candidate can begin formal research including submission to IRB if necessary.   

IRB 

Should your research involve contact with human subjects, you will be required to submit a 

proposal of your study to the IRB board for approval prior to beginning research. The job of an 

Institutional Review Board (IRB) is to ensure that research conducted using human subjects does 

not violate their rights or harm their welfare. To do this, the IRB needs to know about your 

proposed study, and specifically how your study will ensure that human subjects are: 1) informed 

of the risks involved in their participation, 2) voluntarily participating in the study, and 3) 

protected from unnecessary harm during the study. The IRB also needs to know what the 

benefits of your research are so that any risks to subjects may be outweighed by the knowledge 

gained from the study results.  

The disclosure of personal information can be considered a risk, as it can result in prejudicial 

treatment of your subjects long after your study is complete. You must ensure the anonymity 

and/or confidentiality of your human subjects and their data both during and after your research. 

The IRB will disapprove the research or ask for revisions of the project proposal for any project 

that does not minimize harm to human subjects or does not make it clear that all potential risks 

have been considered. The IRB will also disapprove research that is poorly designed as a good 

research design is important to conducting research that has a potential benefit to society. 

Research conducted using human subjects must produce useful general knowledge that cannot be 

obtained in any other way.  
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The process requires that you log into the IRB Training Course in Canvas and read the 

instructions, watch two training videos, and take a quiz. Once you have passed the quiz you will 

submit your proposal and the IRB application. You have the choice to submit a proposal for 

expedited review or full committee review. Under the Expedited Review procedure, the review 

may be carried out by one of the Institutional Review Board Chairs and a rotating regular 

member(s) who will comprise a Subcommittee of the Institutional Review Board. Only studies 

that involve minimal risk to participants and meet certain federal guidelines (see 

http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/policy/expedited98.html) will qualify for an expedited review. The 

researcher cannot make the determination of minimal risk themselves, but they may ask for 

expedited review based on their belief that the risks of their research are no more than minimal. 

If your study is submitted for expedited review, but it does not meet these requirements, it will 

be sent to the full committee for review. Researchers can expect a response from the IRB within 

5-10 business days from the time of submission. Expedited review of proposals will begin on the 

first day of Fall semester and proposals will be accepted on a rolling basis during the academic 

year. Proposals for full committee review must be submitted no later than six weeks prior to the 

end of the semester.  

Once IRB approval is granted, the proposed research must be carried out as stated in the IRB 

application. Any changes must be approved by the IRB for that project to continue to have IRB 

approval. The IRB Committee must be notified of any injuries or harm that comes to a subject 

because of that subject’s participation in the proposed research. IRB approval is valid for one 

year from the date of approval. If the research is not completed by that time, a new application 

must be submitted to IRB for approval.  

Dissertation Committee 

The committee will consist of at least three faculty members and the doctoral advisor. It is 

recommended that the doctoral advisor be a full-time faculty member at FTC (Five Towns 

College). It is the candidate’s responsibility to ask faculty members to serve on their committee. 

One member of the committee will be an outside reader chosen by the committee chair and/or 

music education department chair. The candidate may offer suggestions for the selection of the 

outside reader.  

Dissertation and Preparing for Graduation 

The dissertation must demonstrate high standards of scholarship and contribute to the existing 

body of knowledge. Enrollment in MUS800 Continuous Registration (excluding summer) and 

MUS801 Doctoral Advisement is required until the dissertation is completed. Doctoral 

candidates seeking financial aid may apply for full-time status with this registration.  

During the academic year, doctoral candidates must report their dissertation progress to the 

Graduate Academic Standards Committee. The progress report should be a brief five to seven 

minute PowerPoint presentation highlighting the progress made since the dissertation proposal 

presentation or the last report.  

http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/policy/expedited98.html
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The candidate works with their doctoral advisor while doing research and writing the 

dissertation. Committee members may be consulted for insight, suggestions, and feedback. Upon 

the doctoral advisor’s recommendation, the dissertation will be circulated among the other 

committee members for review. Committee members will make suggestions and comments to 

the candidate for strengthening the document using the rubric provided. It is suggested the 

candidate consult an outside editing service before submitting a final draft to committee 

members for final review. An approved list of editors will be provided to the candidate. Editorial 

fees are the responsibility of the candidate.  

Once the committee agrees that the dissertation is ready for defense, the candidate will distribute 

a final, edited copy of the dissertation either electronic (PDF file) or hard copies (as per the 

preference of the committee member) for review for all committee members. An extra copy 

should be given to an outside reader who has no knowledge of the student’s dissertation process 

(ensuring an unbiased viewpoint). The final dissertation must be submitted to the committee no 

later than midterm week of fall or spring semester to complete the entire process for graduation 

that semester. Failure to meet the date of submission means you need to re-enroll in MUS800 

Continuous Registration and present your dissertation the following semester. This process 

requires sufficient time for each member to read the document, have the defense, make required 

adjustments, return the document to the committee for final approval, and submit the completed 

electronic copy to the library director for submission to ProQuest.  

Once the doctoral advisor gives approval, the candidate is responsible for setting up the date and 

time of the dissertation defense with committee members. The defense must take place no later 

than four weeks before the end of the semester. The candidate should prepare for the defense by 

creating a 20-minute PowerPoint presentation that outlines the research that was done. This must 

include brief coverage of the literature review, the methodology used, and the results and 

analysis of the data. The candidate should be prepared for questioning from the committee. 

Following the dissertation defense, the candidate will exit the room and the committee will 

confer. The committee can fully approve, approve with modifications, or disapprove of the 

defense. The decision of the committee is final and not open to appeal.   

After successful completion of the defense, the candidate will prepare the dissertation with the 

director of library before submittal for publication with ProQuest. Candidates may not offer their 

dissertation to any agency for publication without explicit approval in writing from the Graduate 

Academic Standards Committee.  

  

The Graduate Academic Standards Committee will recommend conferral of the doctoral degree 

by the College’s Board of Trustees.  

Submission and Binding 

The final document should be submitted to the librarian following the guidelines in the Five 

Towns College Guidelines for Thesis and Dissertation. It must be submitted no later than two 

weeks before the end of the semester. Failure to meet the date of the defense will require the 
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candidate to re-enroll in MUS800 Continuous Registration and submit the following semester. 

This date will be published in the FTC Academic calendar.  

Publication of the Dissertation 

University Microfilms, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan processes the document and sends catalog 

information to the Library of Congress for printing and distribution of cards for depository 

catalogs and libraries. The abstract of the dissertation is printed in Microfilm Abstracts and 

distributed to leading libraries in the United States and elsewhere, and to a select list of journals 

and abstracting services. One copy of the dissertation is archived in the Graduate 

Library/Learning Resource Center. 

Timeline Start to Finish 

Students have 10 years to complete all necessary coursework and their dissertation:  

• Acceptance into the DMA program; 

• Complete all coursework in the approved plan of study; 

• Take and successfully pass the comprehensive exams for degree candidacy; 

• Receive proposal approval; 

• Present progress to the Graduate Academic Standards Committee every semester; 

• Successfully defend the dissertation; 

• Submission for binding with the librarian. 

Comprehensive Exam Rubric 

Music History and Listening Comprehensive  

The student demonstrates the ability to identify and describe 20th and 21st musical styles, with a 

particular emphasis on jazz/commercial music, including knowledge of influential artists, 

compositions, trends, and events.  

1. The student shows little or no evidence of the ability to identify or describe the musical 

style characteristics of the 20th and 21st centuries.  The student is not familiar with the 

major artists of music history for this period.  The student is unable to categorize music 

aurally regarding music history.  

2. The student shows some evidence of the ability to identify or describe the musical style 

characteristics of the 20th and 21st centuries.  The student is somewhat familiar with the 

major artists of music history for this period.  The student is somewhat able to categorize 

music aurally regarding music history.  

3. The student can identify and describe the musical style characteristics of the 20th and 

21st centuries.  The student can articulate the contributions of most major artists for this 

period and is familiar with some monumental works and their place in music 

history.  The student can aurally recognize and categorize a piece of music using its 

stylistic characteristics, placing its occurrence within this time period.  

4. The student can satisfactorily identify and describe the musical style characteristics of the 

20th and 21st centuries.  The student has sufficient knowledge of many musicians and 
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monumental works. The student demonstrates adequate skill in the ability to aurally 

recognize and categorize a piece of music using its stylistic characteristics, placing its 

occurrence within this time period.  

5. The student demonstrates outstanding skill in the ability to identify and describe the 

musical style characteristics of the 20th and 21st centuries. The student has detailed 

knowledge of many musicians and monumental works.  The student demonstrates 

exceptional skill in the ability to aurally recognize and categorize a piece of music using 

its stylistic characteristics, placing its occurrence within this time period.    

Music Theory/Analysis Comprehensive  

The student demonstrates the ability to analyze and write music examples of either tonal, jazz, or 

post-tonal music, depending on the area of study.   

1. The student is not able to identify or spell out all major and minor scale modes. The 

student cannot construct chords or provide voicings in different styles. The student is 

unable to analyze functional harmony identifying modulations, different types of 

cadences, as well as the original parent scale of each chord/scale. The student cannot 

identify musical structure (form), and the elements of atonal music and set theory.  

2. The student can identify and spell out some, but not all major and minor scale 

modes.  The student can construct and identify some chords but is limited in the ability to 

voice them in different styles. The student can partially analyze functional harmony 

identifying some modulations, a few types of cadences, as well as the original parent 

scale of each chord/scale.  The student has a limited ability to identify or write non-

functional harmony, modal harmony, modal chord voicings, and polytonal chord. The 

student can partially identify musical structure (form), and the elements of atonal music 

and set theory.   

3.   The student can identify and spell out most major and minor scale modes.  The 

student can construct and identify most chords, voice them in several different 

styles.  The student can analyze most functional harmony identifying modulations 

correctly, and most types of cadences, as well as the original parent scale of each 

chord/scale.  The student can write or label most non-functional harmony, modal 

harmony, modal chord voicings, and polytonal chord structures. The student can 

somewhat identify musical structure (form), and the elements of atonal music and set 

theory.  

4. The student can identify and spell out all major and minor scale modes with very few 

errors.  The student can construct and identify almost any chord (jazz and traditional) and 

voice it in several different styles.  The student can analyze functional harmony 

identifying modulations, different types of cadences, as well as the original parent scale 

of each chord/scale. The student can approach re-harmonization using several advanced 

techniques.  The student can analyze and write almost any modal harmony, modal chord 

voicings and polytonal chord structures, as well as compose simple examples using these 
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materials. The student can mostly identify musical structure (form), and the elements of 

atonal music and set theory.  

5. The student can identify and spell out all major and minor scale modes with no 

errors.  The student can construct and identify any chord (jazz or traditional) with all its 

extensions and voice it in many different styles.  The student can analyze functional 

harmony correctly identifying modulations, different types of cadences, as well as the 

original parent scale of each chord/scale. The student can approach re-harmonization 

using many advanced techniques.  The student can correctly write and analyze modal 

harmony, modal chord voicings and polytonal chordal structures, as well as compose 

using these materials. The student can correctly identify musical structure (form), and the 

elements of atonal music and set theory.  

Music Education Comprehensive  

The student is able to explain the topic in music education and discuss the strengths and 

weaknesses of various types of research in music education in a clear and succinct manner.  

1. The explanation and discussion of the assigned topic is extremely vague. No outside 

sources are referenced or integrated into the discussion of the topic. The ideas presented 

do not flow and there are no transitions. The essay does not reflect appropriate use of 

vocabulary. The essay reflects excessive errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 

sentence structure, and/or presentation. Grammatical structures are not accurate. 

2. The explanation and discussion of the assigned topic is minimal.  There are minimal 

references to outside sources integrated into the discussion of the topic. The ideas do not 

flow and/or transitions are sparse. There are too many errors in the formatting.  The essay 

reflects minimal use of scholarly vocabulary, and the language choice is not appropriate 

for the topic. The essay reflects too many errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 

sentence structure, and/or presentation. Grammatical structures are not accurate or 

advanced. 

3. Explanation and discussion of the assigned topic is present but lacking detail and 

clarity. Fewer than three sources are referenced. Outside references are somewhat 

integrated into the discussion.  Most aspects of the assignment are addressed evenly 

and logically. The essay is somewhat easy to follow and understand. Few transitions are 

used. The essay reflects a limited use of scholarly vocabulary, and the language choice is 

somewhat suitable for the topic. The essay reflects several errors in spelling, 

capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and/or presentation. Grammatical 

structures are not consistently accurate, but sufficiently advanced. 

4. Explanation and discussion as it pertains to the assigned topic in education is thorough 

and clear.  Three outside sources are referenced. References are integrated into the 

discussion.  The essay is easy to follow and understand. Some transitions are used. The 

essay reflects an accurate but sometimes limited use of vocabulary. The language choice 

is suitable for the topic. The essay reflects some errors in spelling, capitalization, 
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punctuation, sentence structure, and/or presentation. Grammatical structures are 

consistently accurate, and advanced. 

5. Explanation and discussion as it pertains to the assigned topic is extremely thorough 

and exceptionally clear. More than three sources are referenced and integrated smoothly 

throughout the discussion. The essay is easy to follow and understand with ideas that 

flow logically from one to the next with excellent transitions. The essay addressed all 

aspects of the assignment in a logical, coherent, and thorough manner.  The essay reflects 

a detailed and varied use of vocabulary. The language choice is completely appropriate 

for this topic. The essay reflects few if any errors in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, 

sentence structure, and/or presentation. Grammatical structures are consistently accurate, 

and advanced. 

 

Dissertation  

Prepare, present and defend a scholarly dissertation that makes an original contribution to the 

field of knowledge on an aspect of music education.  

1. The document is derivative and/or lacks new scholarly thought.  The topic is not covered 

in depth.  Research does not uncover previous works in English concerning the topic. 

Sources of materials and ideas are unclear or not properly attributed.  Writing is 

imprecise, contains inaccuracies, and/or lacks good organization.    

2. The document lacks an adequate amount of new scholarly thought. The topic is partially 

covered in depth.  Research partially uncovers previous works in English concerning the 

topic.  Sources of materials and ideas are somewhat clear and somewhat properly 

attributed. Writing is somewhat precise, contains some inaccuracies, and/or lacks 

adequate organization.  

3. The final document shows evidence of scholarly thought.  Evidence of thorough research 

and knowledge of previous works in English concerning and related to the topic of 

discussion.  The topic is covered in some depth.  Ability to clearly document using a 

standard style of source materials and ideas.  Formal academic writing that avoids the 

common pitfalls identified within the most current edition of the “Publication Manual of 

the American Psychological Association”. Writing is generally well-organized and 

precise.  

4. The student’s final document shows satisfactory evidence of new scholarly thought and 

contributes satisfactory ideas to the academic community.  There is sufficient evidence of 

thorough research and knowledge of previous works in English and major works in other 

languages as available, related to and concerning the topic of discussion.  The topic is 

covered sufficiently. Ability to clearly and adequately document using a standard style of 

materials and ideas.  Formal academic writing is precise, well organized, and adheres to 

the standards of the most current edition of the “Publication Manual of the American 

Psychological Association.” 

5. The student’s final document shows outstanding evidence of new scholarly thought and 

contributes exceptional ideas to the academic community.  There is notable evidence of 
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thorough research of previous works in English and major works in other languages as 

available, related to and concerning the topic of discussion. Topic is covered 

exceptionally.  The student demonstrates mastery in the ability to clearly and extensively 

document using a standard style of materials and ideas.  Formal academic writing is 

exceptionally precise, very well organized, and carefully adheres to the standards of the 

most current edition of the “Publication Manual of the American Psychological 

Association.” 
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